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Dear Parents and Carers,

Henry Fawcett Primary School Term Dates 2026/27
Autumn Term 2026 We are delighted to welcome all our
¢INSET Day: Tuesday 1 September (School closed for pupils, parents and carers back to school
pupils) for the start of the new term. We hope
! you had a restful and enjoyable break
oFirst Day of Term: Wednesday 2 September and are ready for the exciting learning
eHalf Term: Monday 26 October — Friday 30 October opportunities ahead. This term promises
eLast Day of Term: Friday 18 December (1pm finish) Ito be iugiof enrlghllng fxpirlences{, hl%h
. . ) e expectations and plenty of opportunities
oChristmas Holidays: Monday 21 December — Friday 1 for children to shine both in and out of
January the classroom. As always, we value your
Spring Term 2027 continued support in working together to
oINSET Day: Monday 4 January (School closed for pupils) enr_:.urle the very _best for every child in our
oFirst Day of Term: Tuesday 5 January school community.
eHalf Term: Monday 15 February — Friday 19 February With best wishes, I
eLast Day of Term: Thursday 25 March (1pm finish) Dawn Persad—Headteacher
*INSET Day: Friday 26 March (School closed for pupils) e e —
eEaster Holidays: Monday 29 March — Friday 9 April
oFirst Day of Term: Monday 12 April
eBank Holiday: Monday 3 May (School closed)
eHalf Term: Monday 31 May — Friday 4 June At Henry Fawcett Prlmary we belleve that
eLast Day of Term: Thursday 15 July (1pm finish) children thrive when communities thrive, and
oINSET Day: Friday 16 July (School closed for pupils) understfand our role | |-n advocating for, and
eSummer Holidays: Start Monday 19 July suppor‘nr.\g, the Kennington Oval
community. That's why we have teamed up
with local friends and neighbours to
create KOnnect. We loved seeing so many of
Other Nota ble Dates you at our most recent Back to School Party
last month.
I Follow KOnnect on Instagram to find out
I I B N about upcoming projects and events hl'tQS:{f
Open morning for parents—9.00-9.30am Friday 2nd www.instagram.com/ko.nnect/
IOctober 2026 I
Secondary Transfer Meeting—Thursday 17th September

3.30-4.00pm

Deadline for secondary transfer applications 2026—
Saturday 31st October 2026

Parent Teacher Meetings—Tuesday 19th and
October and Wednesday 20th October 9.00-9.30am


https://www.instagram.com/ko.nnect/
https://www.instagram.com/ko.nnect/
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Reminder and Welcome to New Families

Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) in the Rain!
1

As we start the new school year, we want to remind returning families—and introduce our new parents—to the
Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) project. OPAL is now fully embedded across our school, ensuring playtimes for
all year groups are as creative, immersive, and engaging as the play you see in Nursery and Reception.
Here is what to expect for outdoor play this term:
e All-Weather Play: We play outside in all conditions. Please ensure your child comes to school with a named
waterproof coat every day.
e Sandpit: Our main playground sandpit is a firm favorite. Children can choose to remove their shoes and
socks to play in the sand. Please make sure shoes and socks are clearly named. Optional named shower caps or
bonnets are welcome to keep sand out of hair.
e Mud Kitchen: Children love getting creative in our mud kitchen. While we guide them on staying as clean as
possible, clothes can sometimes get muddy during active play.
Donations Welcome
To keep our play zones well-stocked, we are always grateful for donated items. If you have any of the following in
good condition, please bring them to school:
o Wellies and thin raincoats
e Buckets (all sizes), spades, and sand toys
e Small-world toys (cars, small animals, figures)
e Dressing-up clothes, hats, sheets, or fabric offcuts
e Scooters, roller skates, bikes, buggies and skateboards
e Kitchen equipment
We will be giving pupils at Henry Fawcett Primary as much access as possible to outdoor play. This will mean that
outdoor playtimes will go ahead in all weathers. In extremely wet weather, we will open classes on the ground floor
for any children who prefer to play undercover.
Please try to make sure that your child has a named raincoat to wear, and feel free to put a change of clothes in
bags, just in case! Here is some information about why you don’t need to worry about us embracing outdoor play in
all weathers.
Why Getting a Little Wet or Cold Doesn’t Cause Colds
1. Colds are caused by viruses — not the weather

The common cold is caused by viruses. Children cannot catch a cold simply by getting wet, having damp hair, or feel-
ing cold.
2. Why cold weather sometimes gets the blame

In colder months, children spend more time indoors, which makes it easier for viruses to spread.

Viruses survive longer in dry, cold air.

Feeling very cold might make the body slightly less efficient at fighting off viruses, but it does not cause illness on its
own.

3. How children actually catch colds

Through contact with respiratory droplets from coughs and sneezes.

By touching contaminated surfaces and then touching their eyes, nose, or mouth.
According to the NHS, good hygiene is the best prevention.

4. Why outdoor play helps

Being outside in the fresh air actually makes children less likely to catch a virus than if they stay indoors. Viruses
spread more easily in enclosed, crowded spaces, such as a classroom at wet-play— so playing outside is healthier,
even in colder or wetter weather. As part of our Spending time outdoors also helps children get exposure to natural
sunlight, which supports their body in making vitamin D — important for bone health, immunity, and overall wellbe-
ing.

5. What parents can do

Encourage handwashing with soap and water.

Teach children to use tissues — “Catch it, Bin it, Kill it.”

Make sure children get enough sleep, healthy food, and exercise.

Dress children so they are warm and comfortable outdoors.

References: NHS — www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold
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